Bacterial effector interplay: a new way to view effector function.
Bacterial pathogens are dependent on virulence factors to efficiently colonize and propagate within their hosts. Many Gram-negative bacterial pathogens rely on specialized proteinaceous secretion systems that inject virulence factors, termed effectors, directly into host cells. These bacterial effector proteins perform various functions within host cells; however, regulation of their function within the host cell is highly enigmatic. It is becoming increasingly apparent that many of these effectors directly influence and regulate each other and their mechanisms within the host cell. We discuss the emerging theme of bacterial effector interplay impacting infection and the importance of investigating this topic.